
Department of Epidemiology

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
• 72 credits (~half coursework, half research), 3-6 years

• Advanced level of academic preparation to conduct research, teach, mentor students

• Training in epidemiological concepts and methodology (coursework in epidemiology, 
statistics, and statistical packages, public health foundations and research ethics, 
clinical trials and grant writing) and teaching assistant experience

• Research-based dissertation in an area of specialization with faculty mentor team

• Exams (Preliminary, Overview, Comprehensive exams, Dissertation defense)

Doctoral Alumni Positions

• 50% Independent researchers (NIH post-doctoral fellows, Academic positions, domestic 
and international higher educational institutions / medical schools)

• 33% Governmental positions (Leadership positions at NIH, CDC, State/Health Dept)

• Other (Consultants, leadership positions at health organizations, pharmaceuticals)



Department of Epidemiology

Doctoral student highlights

For more information on student accomplishments, please see: 

https://www.publichealth.pitt.edu/epi-student-stories 



Department of Epidemiology

Faculty panel

Dr. Jennifer Adibi, MPH, ScD

Assistant Professor of Epidemiology | Obstetrics/Gynecology & 
Reproductive Sciences

Dr. Marnie Bertolet, MS, PhD

Assistant Professor of Epidemiology | Biostatistics | Clinical and 
Translational Science Institute

Dr. Hung Luu, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor of Epidemiology



Department of Epidemiology

Current student & alumni panel

• Alice Arcury-Quandt, MS – Current PhD student

• Susanna Qiao, MBBM, MS – Current PhD student

• Lauren Orkis, DrPh - Viral Hepatitis Epidemiologist, Bureau of Epidemiology, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health

• Natalie Suder Egnot, DrPh – Senior Supervising Health Scientist, Stantec

• Mary Winger, PhD - Strategy Consultant, UPMC Insurance Services 
Division, Department of Health Economics


